Off-Road, on Any Road, in Jinotega, Nicaragua
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For off-road sports, there are few places with such apt and naturally occurring conditions as Jinotega, Nicaragua. With an average temperature of 72F, first-class mountain views, and some 80% of its principal roadways without asphalt, the motorcycle or bicycle adventurer is in his element. Estimated to be the safest country in Latin America by the United Nations and other international organizations, Nicaragua’s highly successful post-war Peace & Reconciliation in the wake of the 1980s Sandinista-Contra War––and politically robbed Reconstruction––have left it with an inconsistent infrastructure and a great deal of terrain spoiling for exploration. Discover cool rivers, spectacular waterfalls, sweeping valleys, lakes and lagunas, hidden caves, colorful history and coffee plantations over a whole lot of dirt and macadam, up through the Isabelia and Dariense mountain ranges, and down through the Santa Barbara, San Marcos and Pantasma Valleys. You may even opt to go on a Search for Bin Laden​​––that is, a huge rock face that bears his resemblance (you be the judge) some 30km beyond the cascade and cabañas at Peñas Blancas.
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While the highly gregarious and hospitable north-country Nicaraguans will never leave you hungry, be sure to bring a water bottle and a supply of toilet paper. For ladies on the move, there is the “monkey’s comb,” or peine de mico, a natural and disposable “magic wand” found along the trail. Tire repair shops, or vulcanizadores, are nearly as numerous as camping and exploration opportunities. Check for these and other updates at www.hijuela.com/diversion/motoclub.html for any special events while you’re touring. 
